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when he prayed: 4 ‘Make me glad according to the 
days wherein thou hast afflicted me and the years 
wherein I have seen evil.” 


WILLIAM AULDRIDGE. 

William Auldridge, Senior, the ancestor and found¬ 
er of the family relationship of that name in our coun¬ 
ty, was a native of England. His mother, who by 
her second marriage became Mrs John Johnson, 
a pioneer of Marlinton, lived to be more than one hun¬ 
dred years of age. His wife was Mary Cochran. Mr 
Auldridge built up a home at the Bridger Notch, and 
it is believed the old barn stood on the spot where one 
of the Bridger boys died. This place is now owned 
by William Auldridge, a grandson. 

. There were six sons and three daughters: Sarah, 
Elizabeth, Nancy, Thomas, William, John, Samuel, 
James, and Richard. 

Thomas Auldridge, the eldest son, when in his 
prime was considered one of the strongest men physi¬ 
cally in West Pocahontas. The first revelation of his 
strength was at a log rolling. The champion of the 
day attempted to take young Auldridge’s handspike— 
which was a fancy article of its kind. The young 
athlete picked up both the champion and the disputed 
handspike and laid them on the log heap, with appar¬ 
ent ease. 

Upon his marriage with Elizabeth Morrison, daugh¬ 
ter of James Morrison, on Hills Creek, Thomas Auld¬ 
ridge leased lands now owned by John R. Poage near 
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Clover Lick, where he spent most of his working days. 
He then bought of Jacob Arbaugh and Captain Wil¬ 
liam Young, near Indian Draft, and opened up the 
property now owned by his son, Thomas Auldridge. 
The sons of Thomas Auldridge, Senior, were James, 
William, Thomas, and the daughters were Sarah, Eliz¬ 
abeth, and Mary. 

Ja nes Auldridge, the eldest son, first married Mary 
Ann Barlow, and settled on land now occupied by 
Nath in Barlow, and then moved to the home near 
E Jray where he nrw resides. His children were Hen¬ 
ry, Miriam, Elizabeth, Moffett, and George. He was 
sadly bereaved of his first family by the ravages of dis¬ 
ease, one son George, alone was spared. James 1 sec¬ 
ond wife was Julia A. Duncan, a grand daughter of 
Colonel John Baxter. One daughter, Mary, now Mrs 
Lee Carter. George Auldridge, the survivor of the 
first family, married Huldah Cassel, and lives on the 
homestead near Edrav. 

William Auldridge married Elizabeth Moore, and 
settled on a part of the homestead. Their children 
were Milinda, Hanson, and Eliza. 

Thomas Auldridge, Junior, married Catherine Moore 
and lived on the homestead. Tvvo daughters, Mrs 
Margaret Hannah, on Bucks Run, and Mrs Ida Mc¬ 
Clure, who lives on a part of the old homestead. 

Sarah Auldridge, daughter of Thomas Auldridge, 
Senior, married the late J. Harvey Curry, near Frost. 
Her life is believed to have been shortened by the ex¬ 
posure and exertion due to the burning of the home 
near Frost. Her son Ellis Curry married Miss Rock, 
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and lives near Dunmore. William Curry went to Mis¬ 
souri. Mary Curry married Benjamin Arbogast, and 
lives near Greenbank. E nma Curry married William 
T. McClintic, and lives near Beverly. Bessie married 
J. K. B. Wooddell, and lives iu Ritchie County. 

Elizabeth Auldridge married Henry Moore and lives 
near Driftwood. 

Mary Ann Auldridge married William Moore, of 
Elk. One daughter, Ann Moore, survives her. 

William Auldridge, Junior, married Nancy Kellison 
and settled on the Greenbrier, two miles below the 
mouth of Swago. Their only child, Martha, married 
Geore Hill, son of Abram Hill of Hills Creek. While 
he was in service in 1861 at Y r alley Mountain he con¬ 
tracted the measles. He came home and his wife took 
down also with the same disease, and the two died 
within a week of each other, leaving a daughter, who 
is now Mrs Robert Shafer. William Auldridge's sec¬ 
ond wife was a Miss Shafer. Her son, James Edgar 
Atildridge, lives on the homestead. 

John Auldridge married Rebecca Smith, who is par¬ 
ticularly mention in the memoirs of John Smith, of 
Stony Creek. 

Samuel Auldridge, son of William Auldridge the 
ancestor, married Miriam Barlow and settled at the 
Bridger Notch, finally on Greenbrier River near 
Stamping Creek. His children by the first marriage 
were William, John, and Mary Ann. Mary Ann died 
young. John was a Confederate soldier and was kill¬ 
ed in battle. William lives at Midpoint. 

Samuel Auldridge's second wife was Susan Grimes. 
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Mention is made of her family in the Grimes memoir. 

James Anldridge was a tailor by occupation, worked 
awhile at Frankford, and then went to Missouri. 

Richard Auldridge, youngest son of William the an¬ 
cestor, married Hannah Smith, daughter of John 
Smith. 

Sarah Auldridge married William McClure, and set¬ 
tled on the Greenbrier River, below Beaver Creek. 
Their children were James, Rachel, Mary, and Bessie. 
Rachel became Mrs Jacob Pyles; Mary, Mrs George 
Overholt, on Swago. Bessie died in her youth. James 
McClure was married three times: First wife, Miss 
McComb; second, Mies Pyles; and third, Miss Frances 
Adkinson. He lives on the homestead. 

Elizabeth Auldridge married Jacob McNeil, and 
settled in Floyd County, Virginia. 

Nancy Auldridge was married to the late Moore Mc¬ 
Neil, on Swago. 

Thus closes fer the present the chronicles of this 
worthy man’s family. The writer would make men¬ 
tion of the assistance given him by James Auldridge 
and his son George. 

The venerable man whose history we have been 
tracing—as illustrated by his descendants—was a very 
estimable person. He was an ever busy, industrious, 
and exemplary citizen. His influence was ever for 
sincere piety, strict honesty, and quiet judicious atten¬ 
tion to his own concerns. These same qualities char¬ 
acterize many of his worthy posterity. Early in his 
manhood he was greatly disabled bp a falling tree and 
was seriously crippled for life; and yet the work he 
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and his children accomplished in opening up abundant 
homes, under difficulties, is truly remarkable and wor¬ 
thy of special appreciation. He loved to hunt, and on 
oue occasion came near being killed by a panther from 
which he escaped with difficulty. 

Mr Auldridge, owing to his disabled condition, be¬ 
came a school teacher, and pursued that vocation for 
years, and did much good in that line. When he died 
at an advanced age several years since, the common 
remark was that one of our best old men had gone 
from us. 


CHRISTOPHER HEROLD. 

Among the prosperous citizens of Pocahontas Coun¬ 
ty in its early development, Christopher Herold de¬ 
serves recognition of a special character. He was of 
pure German parentage—his immediate ancestry came 
from the Fatherland, settling in Pennsylvania, thence 
removing to Virginia. Though he could not read 
English, no one would have suspected it, so well post¬ 
ed he seemed to be in politieal matters and current 
affairs. His powers of memory were surprising, and 
his business sagacity was equal to any of his contem¬ 
poraries. He was honest and enterprising. He and 
his sons accumulated an immense landed estate on Elk, 
Douthards Creek, and other places, amounting to many 
thousands acres. 

Christopher Herold married Elizabeth Cook, of 
Pendleton County, and soon after their marriage lo¬ 
cated on Back Creek, now known as the Thomas 
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